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of paper credit in bills, under their hands, running
abroad at a time.

On a sudden, like a clap of thunder, king
Charles II. shut up the Exchequer, which was the
eommon centre of the overplus cash these great
bankers had in their hands. What was the conse-
quence? Not only the bankers who had the bulk
of their cash there, but all Lombard-street stood
still, as if they had been thunderstruck; the very
report of having money in the Exchequer brought a
run upon the goldsmiths that had no money there,
as well as upon those that had; and not only sir
Robert Viner, alderman Backwell, Faringdon, Forth,
and others, broke and failed, but several were ruined
who had not a penny of money in the Exchequer,
and only sunk by the rumour of it; that rumour
bringing a run upon the whole street, and giving a
check to the paper credit that was run up to such a
surprising height before.

I remember a shopkeeper, wanton in his good
circumstances, who one time took the foolish liberty
with himself, in public company in a coffee-house,
to say that he was broke ; I assure you, says he, that
I am; and to-morrow I resolve to shut up my shop
and call my creditors together. It seems he had a
brother just dead in his house, who the next day
was to be buried, when, in decency, he kept his
shop shut; and several people whom he dealt with,
and owed money to, were the next day invited to
the funeral; so that he did actually shut up his
shop and call some of his creditors together.
' But he sorely repented the jest which he put
upon himself. Are you broke? says one of his
friends to him, who was in the coffee-house at the
same time; then I wish I had the little money
you owe me; which, however, it seems was not
much. Says the other, still carrying on his jest,